	

	                       The Garden Project
             Launches A Site Selection Plan
     Urantia Book readers gathered over the summer to study, commune together, and plan for the revelation.  Many expressed an interest in the Garden Project for a variety of reasons. Some resonated with the concept of living in environmentally sustainable ways in spiritual community.  Others wanted to rebuild the Garden because they feel called to work on Michael's behalf.  The concept generating the greatest enthusiasm, however, was the idea of building a physical facility as a base for the Urantia movement.  Individuals associated with a wide-spectrum of UB-affiliated organizations including Urantia University, InnerLife International Inc., Truthseekers, the Fellowship, and the UAI have expressed an interest in acquiring a facility to house their outreach activities.

     The Garden Council believes that a new Garden would provide the perfect setting for such activities.  A single, multi-use physical facility, in beautiful natural surroundings amidst botanical gardens would give the Urantia movement a place to hold conferences economically, a site to train spiritual leaders, and a base for spiritual community and outreach activities.  Although each organization could seek its own location and purchase its own facility, the Garden Council sees many advantages to working collaboratively including: 
 

·  Increased capacity to develop comprehensive, multi-faceted
 outreach programs by working together 
  

·  Greater resources for building a dynamic educational and         conference center 
  

·  The potential to work collaboratively to develop a center for the Arts 
  

·  An expansion of our base of financial support and fund-raising potential 
  

·  The additional asset of a residential community of believers creating     a spiritually rich environment 
  

·  A synergistic effect which will augment all of our efforts to serve the          revelation 

    
     Consider the collaborative efforts that could occur in a Urantia center based at the Garden: Truthseekers might work with  young people preparing them to do outreach on InnerLife's Urantia Road Tours, or to study at Urantia University in the same classrooms at another time of year.  University faculty might live in the Garden, while Urantia University students or youth attending Truthseekers events, could work in the organic vegetable and botanical gardens during their training to contribute to the center and help cover expenses.  The nutritious foods grown in the gardens could economically feed students and conference attendees from a wide variety of UB-affiliated organizations.  The facility could be used to generate income by hosting spiritual retreats and conferences for other spiritually oriented groups, and that in turn would create new opportunities to raise awareness about the Urantia Book.  A residential community of spirit-led individuals could inspire others to new patterns of living, and the sheer number of people gathered in the same space and dedicated to living the revelation could augment the spiritual lives of everyone.  The UB says:

133.5.6  Mathematics asserts that, if one person stands for a certain unit of intellectual and moral value, ten persons would stand for ten times this value.  But in dealing with human personality it would be nearer the truth to say that such a personality association is a sum equal to the square of the number of personalities concerned in the equation rather than the simple arithmetical sum.  A social group of human beings in coordinated working harmony stands for a force far greater that the simple sum of its parts.
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Locating a Site


     The Garden Project is launching a 9-month site selection process which will begin in October 2010.  The process will solicit the input and suggestions of interested Urantia Book readers across the country and encourage the participation of affiliated organizations.  Individuals, groups, and organizations will be invited to submit proposed sites for a Garden/potential Urantia center to the Garden Council in the late fall for inclusion in an internet-based survey.   The survey will include pictures and information about each property in a digital format and be widely distributed to Urantia Book readers around the country to ascertain their preferences and top choices.  The Garden Council will compile the data in a report, visit the top sites selected, and invite Urantia affiliated-organizations that are interested in a multi-use facility to a meeting in May 2011.  At the meeting, possibilities for fair and appropriate shared governance among all stakeholders in the Garden will be explored.  While effective governance requires that various cooperating entities remain autonomous, land, building, and infrastructure can and should be shared. Participants will strive to agree on a Garden site which reflects the preferences of the community and meets the needs of multiple groups for a Urantia center.  If no agreement can be reached, the Garden Council will retain the right to consider survey results and the perspectives of other organizations and make a final decision about where to locate the Garden.
  

Summer 2011

     The site selected will be announced at IC'11 with an exciting video presentation.  The presentation will feature the selected site and include a proposed land use plan and a pragmatic business plan for creating a financially viable and environmentally sustainable Garden and potential Urantia center. The presentation will simultaneously kick-off a dynamic fund raising drive to purchase the property selected. Substantive planning over the next 9 months is necessary to draft fund raising plans, a preliminary land use plan, and a business plan, and the Garden Council seeks interested individuals to assist on task forces in these areas.  Any one interested in serving on a task force is asked to contact the Council at  info@rebuildthegarden.com .  Watch for the Fall Quarterly Garden newsletter or visit the Garden website at www.rebuildthegarden.com for further updates soon.
 

To receive a quarterly update on the progress of the Garden Project  send an email with 'subscribe' in the subject headline to info@rebuildthegarden.com
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